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Week Ending Friday, January 8, 1993

Statement by Press Secretary
Fitzwater on Recognition of the
Czech and Slovak Republics
January 1, 1993

The President today recognized the new
Czech and Slovak Republics and offered to
establish full diplomatic relations. In an ex-
change of letters, Czech Prime Minister
Klaus and Slovak Prime Minister Meciar wel-
comed U.S. recognition and accepted our
offer of full diplomatic relations.

Both leaders provided assurances that the
new states will fulfill the obligations and
commitments of the former Czechoslovakia
and will abide by the principles and provi-
sions of the U.N. Charter, the Charter of
Paris, the Helsinki Final Act and subsequent
CSCE documents. They also pledged to pre-
vent the proliferation of destabilizing military
technology, to respect human rights and fun-
damental freedoms, to uphold international
standards concerning national minorities,
and to move rapidly to create free-market
economies.

The United States looks forward to full and
mutually productive relations with the new
Czech and Slovak states. We commend both
Republics for the peaceful means by which
their separation was carried out. In the inter-
est of ensuring stability and prosperity in the
region and speeding full integration into the
international community, the United States
urges continued close regional cooperation
among the states of central Europe.

Our Ambassador to Czechoslovakia will re-
main in Prague as the U.S. Ambassador to
the Czech Republic. We look forward to ap-
pointing an Ambassador to the Slovak Re-
public as soon as possible.

Note: This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia in
Moscow
January 2, 1993

President Yeltsin and members of the Rus-
sian Government, friends, all, Americans and
Russians, we are here for an historic occa-
sion. I believe that this is a moment that his-
tory will record most positively as we sign
that treaty. As I prepare to leave the Presi-
dency, I bid farewell to a man for whom I
have enormous respect, a man whose cour-
age captured the imagination of every single
American as he stood on a Russian tank and
straddled Russian history, steering it toward
a democratic future. His voice spoke loudly
for freedom through the chaos of change,
and it spoke softly of friendship through the
static of a long distance telephone line, a pa-
triot who silenced the guns of August, Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin.

Mr. President, as you so eloquently stated,
there is now a new U.S.-Russian partnership
built together, affirming our dedication to a
democratic peace in Europe and, indeed, to
a global peace. The two powers that once
divided the world have now come together
to make it a better and safer place. Mr. Presi-
dent, we’ve come together again this week-
end amid a Moscow winter to sign the most
significant arms reduction treaty ever.

All of us, sir, wish you and your colleagues
well on the bold reforms that you’ve under-
taken. Reform is never easy, and this we un-
derstand. But your people do not run away
from a challenge. And in this challenge,
America will stay with you, shoulder to shoul-
der.

May I simply say a word about my succes-
sor, President-elect Clinton. I am confident
that what we do tomorrow is of tremendous
importance to him, and I am confident that
you will find him a 100-percent partner in
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working for this U.S.-Russian relationship
that we treasure so much.

I salute everybody in this room and else-
where who had a hand in completing this
historic treaty. I raise my glass to toast a
strong future between Russia and the United
States, to toast President and Mrs. Yeltsin,
dear friends, and to toast this new year, a
new year of hope, freedom, and peace for
the Russian people.

Good luck and may God bless you all.

Note: The President spoke at approximately
7:05 p.m. in the Winter Garden Room at the
Kremlin. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference
With President Boris Yeltsin in
Moscow
January 3, 1993

Mr. Kostikov. Ladies and gentlemen, let
us consider that the press conference is open.

First, we’ll give the floor to the Presidents
of Russia and the United States for brief
statements, and then we’ll hold our press
conference. The first floor is to President
Yeltsin.

President Yeltsin. President George
Bush, Mrs. Bush, members of the delega-
tions, representatives of mass media, ladies
and gentlemen:

It is not every century that history gives
us an opportunity to witness and participate
in the event that is so significant in scale and
consequences. Today, the Presidents of the
two great powers, the United States and Rus-
sia, have signed the treaty on further radical
cuts in strategic offensive arms of Russia and
the United States, START II.

In its scale and importance, the treaty goes
further than all other treaties ever signed in
the field of disarmament. This treaty is the
triumph for politicians and diplomats of Rus-
sia and the United States. It is also an
achievement for all mankind and benefits all
peoples of the Earth. The START II treaty
becomes the core of the system of global se-
curity guarantees.

The scale of this treaty is determined by
a number of factors. Its historical factor is
that in the course of all its previous history,
mankind was arming itself and just dreamed

of beating the swords into plowshares. The
treaty signed today represents a major step
towards fulfilling mankind’s centuries-old
dream of disarmament.

Its political factor is that the treaty we have
signed today belongs to a new epoch. This
treaty was concluded by two friendly states,
by partners who not only trust each other
but also assist each other. It testifies to our
joint and determined movement towards a
new world order.

From the very outset the new democratic
Russian state has been pursuing a policy of
building equal partnership with the United
States. Today, we have every right to say that
relations between the two major powers have
undergone a genuine revolution. Its political
factor lies also in the fact that during the last
decade of the 20th century and at the turn
of the 21st century, the START II treaty will
affect policies not only of the United States
and Russia but of other countries of the
world as well. The START II treaty estab-
lished parameters of possible political agree-
ments in other spheres of interaction among
states.

Thus, the military factor is determined by
the scale of mutual reductions in nuclear
arms. By comparison with the START I Trea-
ty, every state will have to reduce and destroy
the number of strategic offensive warheads
by approximately a threefold magnitude.

The deepest cuts will affect those cat-
egories of arms which are of greatest concern
to the parties and the world. For the United
States these are submarine-launched ballistic
missiles and heavy bombers, and for Russia,
land-based intercontinental ballistic missiles,
ICBM’s. This reduces drastically the level of
danger, military mistrust, and suspicion.

We opened up real prospects for coopera-
tion based on trust between people in mili-
tary uniform, between people with military
discipline and military thinking. Thus, the
START II treaty will change and gradually
replace the very psychology of confrontation.

At the same time, as President and su-
preme commander in chief, I can say with
absolute certainty the signed treaty strength-
ens the security of Russia rather than weak-
ens it. I think that President Bush can make
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